About Professor K.J.Rao

Professor K.J. Rao is at present Emeritus Professor at Solid State and Structural Chemistry Unit (SSCU) of the Indian Institute of Science (IISc) Bangalore. He graduated from Mysore University with B.Sc (Honours) and M.Sc degrees in 1960 and 1961 respectively. He got his Ph.D from IIT Kanpur in 1967 and  D.Sc from the Indian Institute of Science in 1988. He was awarded a Honorary Doctorate, D.Sc (h.c), by the University of Bordeaux, France, in the year 2000 and D.Litt(h.c.) from Karnataka State Open University in the year 2012.
Professor Rao taught undergraduates at The National College, Bangalore till 1964 and served as a Scientist at the National Aerospace Laboratories in Bangalore between 1972 to 1978. He has been on the faculty of  IISc since 1978. He held Tatachem Chair of Chemistry at IISc (1993-96) and Sir M. Visweswaraiah Visiting Chair at the University of Mysore (2007-2008).

Rao is an elected Fellow of all the Science Academies (FNA, FNASc, and FASc) in India. He is also a Fellow of the International Academy of Ceramics (Faenza, Italy), Asia pacific Academy of Materials and the World Innovation Foundation.

Rao has been a recipient of several awards; the Bhatnagar Prize of CSIR in Chemical Sciences (1984) and Material Science Prize of Indian National Science Academy (INSA) in 1999 and Shanthi Ranjan Palit Award in Physical Chemistry (1993) of the Indian Association for Cultivation of Science. He was given the MRSI Medal for Materials Science in 1995, the Silver Medal for ‘extensive and outstanding research in chemistry’ of the Chemical Research Society of India (CRSI) in 2001 and the “Distinguished Materials Scientist of the year” award of Material Research Society of India (MRSI) in 2002. He was awarded the Alumni Award for Excellence in Research (Science) of IISc in 2000, Gold Medal for research contributions from the University of Bordeaux in 2002 and  Life time Achievement Award and Gold Medal from the Indian Association of Solid State Chemists and Allied Sciences in  2005. CRSI has awarded Rao with Lifetime Achievement in Research and Gold Medal for the year 2016. 
He was awarded the title of “Officier dans l’Order des Palmes Academiques” (Officer of Palmes Academiques), the highest civilian award by the French Government in the year 2007. 
He received the “Sir M. Visweswaraiah Award for life time achievement in Chemical Sciences” of the Karnataka Government in 2007.
Professor Rao has published extensively and has authored several books, of which his Structural Chemistry of Glasses (Elsevier) is highly acclaimed. 
Rao is currently engaged in giving lectures on subjects of topical interest in science to students, teachers and general public, in order to sensitize them to the importance of science and technology in nation building.
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